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Competence in communicating in additional languages enriches learning and creates a new
foundation for intellectual growth. Students not only master another language, they learn skills
that help them succeed academically in other subjects, in addition to creating a new source of
personal enrichment and cultural understanding.

Commonly, Australian children of Cambodian decent acquire English oral communication and
literacy skills, without concomitant oral and literacy skills in the Khmer language.

Likewise, many senior members of the Australian Cambodian community have suffered
disruption to education through years of political upheaval in Cambodia. Often, they will have
acquired Khmer oral communication skills without concomitant literacy skills. In order to be
assimilated into Australian society, it is essential that such Cambodians be first educated in their
mother tongue to gain the literacy skills necessary to acquire proficiency in English.

In accordance with its mission to preserve the Cambodian rich-culture and traditions, foster and
maintain good relationships amongst the Cambodians living in Canberra, Khemararangshi
Buddhist Temple of ACT Incorporated, in conjunction with the Cambodian Association,
implemented an initiative to develop an ACT Khmer Language Teaching Program in late 2007.
The Khmer Language Teaching Program is designed to help preserve the heritage of
Cambodian families and to provide Canberra’s Cambodian community with an opportunity to
learn and understand the Khmer language as a foundation for further personal enrichment.
Currently, the Program caters for 20 students of ages ranging from 4 to 80 years old.

OBJECTIVES

Students seek to attain proficiency in listening to, speaking in, reading in, and writing in the
Khmer language, whilst teachers seek to impart necessary knowledge and skills to students
who are discovering the joy of learning Khmer language and culture. In this context, the course
is designed to achieve following objectives.

Basic Khmer literacy

Expand their knowledge and experience of both Cambodian and Australian culture
Recognise their ancestor heritage and their own identity

Appreciate other people’s value and culture

Build team working skills

Build leadership, communication and interpersonal skills



CURRICULUM FEATURES

A major goal of ACT Khmer language teaching program is to increase students’ literacy in the
Khmer language. The concept of literacy encompasses the students’ ability to read with
understanding, to write with clarity and accuracy, to understand what is heard, and to speak
comprehensibly with accurate grammar and pronunciation. Communication is at the heart of a
language study, whether the communication takes place face-to-face, in writing, or across
centuries through the reading of literature. To communicate successfully in the Khmer language,
students must develop a facility with the language, familiarity with the Cambodian cultures and
an awareness of the ways in which language and culture interact in Cambodian society.
Students then apply this knowledge as they express ideas in the Khmer language.

Learning Khmer language allows students to gain knowledge and an understanding of the
Cambodian culture. In enabling students to progress toward the achievement of literacy in
Khmer language, teachers provide direct instruction in each of four modes of expression:
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF LITERACY

An important goal of the Khmer Language Teaching Program is to develop literacy in both
Khmer language and English. Students are provided with opportunities to comprehend both
spoken and written language. They also participate in face-to-face interactions with members of
Cambodian society and they understand the concepts and ideas expressed by members of the
Cambodian society through their media and literature. When students are able to communicate
in Khmer language, they are able to successfully convey and receive many different types of
messages. These students can use the language to participate in everyday social interactions
and to establish relationships with others. They can converse, argue, criticize, request,
convince, and explain effectively. In so doing they take into account the age and familiarity of
the persons with whom they are engaged in conversation. They also use the language to obtain
information from written texts and media, taking into account the style, context, and purpose of
the communication. Through combining knowledge of the language system with knowledge of
cultural and discourse conventions, students will develop literacy in Khmer language.

CULTURAL LEARNING

Some students are fortunate enough to have direct access to Cambodian communities through
their home backgrounds; however, some are not. In addition to gaining experience with
language systems, studying Khmer languages provides students with knowledge of the richness
of the Cambodian culture. Connections between language and culture can be understood only
by those persons who possess knowledge of both. Students need to develop an awareness of
Cambodian people living in Cambodia and their unique ways of life, and their contributions to
the world. By learning a Khmer language, students gain knowledge of social, political, and
economic institutions, great figures of history, literature, and the fine arts. They also gain
knowledge of everyday life in Cambodia.



The cultural conventions of a country united by the same language are manifested in two
distinct ways: (1) the society’s production of art, music, and literature; and (2) the social
conventions of that society’s members. These two aspects of Cambodian culture are included in
the Khmer language teaching curriculum. Teachers present a culture’s products as information
to their students. For example, there are many topics that enable students to gain information
about the culture of the language that they are learning, such as holidays, institutions, and
family life. In addition, students may be assigned research projects that provide Khmer cultural
information.

The teacher also presents lessons on the Cambodian society’s social conventions. Because of
the strong link between language and culture, it has been essential that Khmer language be
modeled by the teacher and expressed by the students in culturally authentic ways. Examples
of demonstrating language accuracy in appropriate contexts are using the formal or informal
forms of speech and using appropriate gestures.

CONTINUUM

To achieve the above-mentioned outcomes, the language learning continuum has been
developed and based on a teaching framework which is used by present-day schools in
Cambodia, to provide guidelines of what students should know and be able to do as a result of
studying Khmer language. The continuum presents a module of five stages of progression.
Each stage of the language learning continuum comprises five categories— function, context,
text type, accuracy, and content. A description of each of these categories is provided below:

“Function” : what a student can do with Khmer language at a given stage. Functions are
specific language-based tasks normally performed in the course of daily life, such as
relating an event, giving advice, reading for information, listening to a news report, and
communicating ideas in writing.

“Context™ the settings in which students can reasonably be expected to perform the
functions described for a given stage. Context refers to the settings or situations in which
a particular function may take place. For example, greeting and leave-taking generally
occur in the context of a face-to-face meeting and conversation. Context provides a
delivery system, answering the questions: ‘where?’ ‘When?’ and ‘With whom?’

“Text type” : the structure of written or spoken Khmer language as it occurs at various
stages in students’ language development. Text type refers to the kind of sentence
structures students normally use at a given stage. While exceptions occur, typical
students progress from single words and short phrases to sentences and paragraphs.
Naturally, the age of students and their level of sophistication in the use of their primary
language is a significant factor in the consideration of text type.

“Accuracy”: the degree to which student performance is structurally and
sociolinguistically correct. Accuracy is the term that qualifies the linguistic behaviour of
language learners and answers ‘how well?’ Sociolinguistic factors, vocabulary, syntax,
pronunciation, and fluency interact closely in the consideration of accuracy, and all play
an important role.



“Content” : the subjects about which a student at a given stage is able to communicate.
Content refers to the relative complexity of the information understood or conveyed by
learners— what topics of discussion students are able to understand, and talk and write
about. Examples include familiar topics such as school and family, as well as more
advanced topics such as current events, history, art, and literature.

Tables below describe the expected learning outcomes at each stage in terms of the five
continuum categories.

STAGE 1:

FUNCTION: Students develop the ability to:

* greet and respond to greetings; ¢ introduce and respond to introductions;

* engage in conversations; ¢ express likes and dislikes;

* make requests; ¢ obtain information; ¢« understand some ideas and familiar details;
* begin to provide information.

CONTEXT: Students can perform these functions:

» when speaking, in face-to-face social interaction;

» when listening, in social interaction and using audio or video texts;

» when reading, using authentic materials, e.g., menus, photos, posters, schedules,
charts, signs and short narratives;

» when writing notes, lists, poems, postcards, and short letters.
TEXT TYPE: Students can:

* use short sentences, learned words and phrases, and simple questions and
commands when speaking and writing; » understand some ideas and familiar details
presented in clear, uncomplicated speech when listening; « understand short texts
enhanced by visual clues when reading.

ACCURACY: Students:

» communicate effectively with some hesitation and errors, which do not hinder
comprehension;

» demonstrate culturally acceptable behavior for Stage | functions;
 understand most important information.

CONTENT: Stages | and Il often include some combina tion of the following topics:




« the self: family, friends, home, rooms, health, school, schedules, leisure activities,
campus life, likes and dislikes, shopping, clothes, prices, size and quantity, and pets and
animals.

* beyond self: geography, topography, directions, buildings and monuments, weather
and seasons, symbols, cultural and historical figures, places and events, colors,
numbers, days, dates, months, time, food and customs, transportation, travel, and
professions and work.

STAGE 2:

FUNCTION: Students expand their ability to perform all the functions developed in
Stage |. They also develop the ability to:

» make requests; ¢ express their needs; ¢ understand and express important ideas and
some detail; « describe and compare; * use and understand expressions indicating
emaotion.

CONTEXT :Students can perform these functions:
» when speaking, in face-to-face social interaction;
» when listening, in social interaction and using audio or video texts;

» when reading, using authentic materials, e.g., short narratives, advertisements, tickets,
brochures, and other media;

» when writing letters and short guided compositions.
TEXT TYPE: Students can:

* use and understand learned expressions, sentences, and strings of sentences,
guestions, and polite commands when speaking and listening;

« create simple para-graphs when writing;

 understand important ideas and some details in highly contextualized authentic texts
when reading.

ACCURACY: Students:
» demonstrate increasing fluency and control of vocabulary;
» show no significant pattern of error when performing Stage | functions;

» communicate effectively with some pattern of error, which may interfere slightly with full
comprehension when performing Stage Il functions;




 understand oral and written discourse, with few errors in comprehension when reading;
demonstrate culturally appropriate behavior for Stage Il functions.

CONTENT: Stages | and Il often include some combina tion of the following topics:

« the self: family, friends, home, rooms, health, school, schedules, leisure activities,
campus life, likes and dislikes, shopping, clothes, prices, size and quantity, and pets and
animals.

* beyond self: geography, topography, directions, buildings and monuments, weather
and seasons, symbols, cultural and historical figures, places and events, colors,
numbers, days, dates, months, time

STAGE 3:

FUNCTION Students expand their ability to perform a |l the functions developed in
Stages | and Il. They also develop the ability to:

« clarify and ask for and comprehend clarification;

» express and understand opinions;

* narrate and understand narration in the present, past, and future;
* identify, state, and understand feelings and emotions.
CONTEXT Students can perform these functions:

» when speaking, in face-to-face social interaction and in simple transactions on the
phone;

» when listening, in social interaction and using audio or video texts;
» when reading short stories, poems, essays, and articles;

» when writing journals, letters, and essays.

TEXT TYPE Students can:

* use strings of related sentences when speaking;

» understand most spoken language when the message is deliberately and carefully
conveyed by a speaker accustomed to dealing with learners when listening; ¢ create
simple para-graphs when writing;

* acquire knowledge and new information from comprehensive, authentic texts when
reading.




ACCURACY Students:

* tend to become less accurate as the task or message becomes more complex, and
some patterns of error may interfere with meaning;

« generally choose appropriate vocabulary for familiar topics, but as the complexity of the
message increases, there is evidence of hesitation and groping for words, as well as
patterns of mispronunciation and intonation;

* generally use culturally appropriate behavior in social situations;

« are able to understand and retain most key ideas and some supporting detail when
reading and listening.

CONTENT Content includes cultural, personal, and so  cial topics such as:

« history, art, literature, music, current affairs, and civilization, with an emphasis on
significant people and events in these fields;

« career choices, the environment, social issues, and political issues.

STAGE 4:

FUNCTION Students expand their ability to perform a |l the functions developed in
Stages |, Il, and lll. They also develop the abilit y to:

« give and understand advice and suggestions;

* initiate, engage in, and close a conversation;

» compare and contrast;

* explain and support an opinion.

CONTEXT Students can perform these functions:

» when speaking, in face-to-face social interaction, in simple transactions on the phone,
and in group discussions, prepared debates, and presentations;

» when listening, in social interaction and using audio or video texts, including TV
interviews and news-casts;

» when reading short literary texts, poems, and articles;
» when writing journals, letters, and essays.

TEXT TYPE Students can:




* use simple discourse in a series of coherent paragraphs when speaking;
+ understand most authentic spoken language when listening;
* create a series of coherent paragraphs when writing;

* acquire knowledge and new information from comprehensive, authentic texts when
reading.

ACCURACY Students:

 can engage in conversations with few significant patterns of error and use a wide range
of appropriate vocabulary;

» demonstrate a heightened awareness of culturally appropriate behavior, although, as

the task or message becomes more complex, they tend to become less accurate;  are
able to understand and report most key ideas and some supporting detail when reading
and listening.

CONTENT Content embraces:

* concepts of broader cultural significance, including institutions such as the education
system, the government, and political and social issues in the target culture;

» topics of social and personal interest such as music, literature, the arts, and the
sciences.

STAGE 5:

FUNCTION Students expand their ability to perform a |l the functions developed in
Stages |, II, lll, and IV. They also develop the ab ility to:

* conduct transactions and negotiations;
* substantiate and elaborate opinions;

* convince and persuade;

* analyze and critique.

CONTEXT

« Students can perform these functions in almost any context, including many complex
situations.

TEXT TYPE

« Students can perform these functions in extended discourse when appropriate.




ACCURACY Students:

* use culturally appropriate language, characterized by a wide range of vocabulary, with
few patterns of error, although speech may contain some hesitation and normal pauses;
» comprehend significant ideas and most supporting details.

CONTENT Content embraces:

» concepts of broader cultural significance, including social issues in the target culture,
such as the environment and human rights;
* abstract ideas concerning art, literature, politics, and society.

TEACHING RESOURCE

Textbooks that have been piloted and used in modern teaching programs in Cambodia have
been used for each stage of the language learning continuum. For instance, the Beginners
textbooks have been used for stage 1. Also, the teachers have encouraged the student to seek
any learning material beyond the classroom using resources such as libraries and internet.

All teachers are volunteers and have been educated in Cambodia up to tertiary level, or have
obtained or are in the process of obtaining their tertiary level in Australia. Therefore they all
have the capacity and the necessary skills to teach the Khmer language. All staff will undertake
responsibilities to work effectively as a learning team, utilizing individual strengths and
expertise.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENTS

The successful implementation of a Khmer language teaching program has been measured by
the assessment of students’ progress and the evaluation of program effectiveness. Three
assessments have been in use:

- Entry level assessment: entry-level assessments analyze students’ abilities to
communicate in Khmer language as a basis for placing students at appropriate levels of
instruction. Entry-level assessment is used to determine how best to place students.
Students who enter into such a program and who have test scores, portfolios of written
work, and oral assessment results provide teachers with documentation showing the
levels of competency that the students have attained in Khmer language.

- Progress monitoring assessment:  progress-monitoring assessments gather evidence
about students’ progress toward achieving objectives as measured in relation to the
stages of the Language Learning Continuum. These ongoing assessments may occur at
any point during an instructional sequence except at the end of the course of study. In
addition to giving important information about students’ progress, these assessments
help teachers make periodic adjustments in instruction and program planning.

- Summative assessment : Summative assessments evaluate students’ achievements at
the end of a semester and are comprehensive in nature.



EVALUATION OF PROGRAM

The success of the Khmer language teaching program is demonstrated by program objectives
being met and the extent to which students achieve expected levels of proficiency, the number
of students who continue to study Khmer language at each subsequent level and the number of
students who meet performance and content expectations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ORGANISATION'S ACTIVITIES/SERV ICE

Khemararangsi Buddhist Temple of ACT Inc. is a not-for-profit and non-political affiliated
Association which bears no distinction of race, gender or religious faith. It aims to preserve the
Cambodian rich-culture and traditions, foster and maintain good relationships amongst the
Cambodians living in Canberra, as well as providing information on Cambodian Buddhism within
Australia.

Essentially our activities and services are the teaching of Buddhism, accessible to all
Cambodians living in the ACT. Our long=term goal is to further promote good relationships
between the Cambodian Buddhist society within Australia as well as communicating with other
Buddhist societies and religions around the world. The organisation’s service represents a body
corporate to liaise with government authorities on issues relating to Buddhist monks.

The Khemararangsi Buddhist Temple of ACT Inc. office currently resides at 3 Arkell Place,
Charnwood ACT. Currently as part of the temporary arrangement, there is one Buddhist monk
living at the Charnwood residence, with two additional Buddhist monks being sponsored. The
residence is used as the temporary centre of Buddhist teaching, and is accessible to all
Cambodians living in the ACT. In addition to religious activities, it also used as a place to
maintain the existence of the Cambodian culture and customs.

VALUE

"Teach this triple truth to all: A generous heart, kind speech, and a life of service and
compassion are the things which renew humanity." — Buddha

VISION
As a representative of the Cambodian-Australian society, we strongly believe in a community-
based development through social participation and volunteering. Incorporating this type of

culture is certain to bear us fruits of happiness, prosperity, and sustainable development.

MISSION



Our mission is to promote happiness, peace, harmony, prosperity, human rights, democracy
and sustainability. This is attained through the practice of the Khmer culture and Buddhism
among the Cambodian-Australian community, as well as the local mainstream society.

OBJECTIVES

1. To find a meeting space or build a Buddhist temple as a centre and main place for
gathering of community members.

2. To provide religious and educational programs which include: retreats, mindfulness
meditations, knowledge and teaching of the Buddhist philosophy, chanting from Buddhist
scriptures, a short religious address and a traditional blessing.

3. To open a Khmer language class, promoting the cultu re and tradition through
education in both theory and practice

4. To provide a venue and opportunity for people to gather for cultural and religious
purposes and to the community at large for a variety of activities.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Under the Association’s constitution, the overall responsibility for operating and managing the
Association is in the hands of committee members including the control and management of
business affairs for the temple.

LEVEL OF NET COMMUNITY BENEFIT ON DELIVERY

The Buddhist Association will provide enormous community benefit to many members
throughout the ACT. It provides a facility to participate in the spiritual worship of a particular kind
of Buddhism. Furthermore, it will enhance the ability to promote education through moral and
social virtues. It will be used as a place for preaching Buddhism, a special place for discussion
of Buddhism, the establishment of a Buddhist library and publication of a newsletter. As stated
above, in addition to the religious benefit, it will also provide a pleasant opportunity to maintain
the existence of the Cambodian culture and customs.



